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for ourselves races of still earlier date, which
have completely perished,, and of which no traces
remain. No valid inference can be drawn,
from such unproved assumptions, for the exist-
ence of vast ages of time, earlier still, which
may possibly be mere dreams, and have had
no real existence whatever. All conjectures
that rest on the hypothesis of infinite past
ages without any beginning, are wholly worth-
less, and are built on a foundation of sand.

The second class of presumptions are those
drawn from stellar astronomy. The nebular
hypothesis has had many disciples among
thoughtful men of science. It supposes that
suns and planets, our own included., may have
been gradually condensed, in the course of long
ages, from a kind of nebulous fire-mist. If the
theory be true, it seems plain that an immense
time must have elapsed even before the depo-
sition of the palaeozoic strata, where the earliest
known signs of life begin to appear. Some
have thought this hypothesis atheistic in^its
tendency, and even scientifically quite useless.
Others, including many religious philosophers,
think it highly probable, and quite consistent
with genuine faith in a Divine Creator, though
hardly capable of scientific proof.

Wherever life appears, the argument for